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James ee in Dee laſt, 2 
for the Murder of Mr. 7 1 l 
Sinclair, at Robin ſon s Coffee- - - 
houſe at Charing-Cro 5; but ſince 5 3 
Diſcharg d, upon giving Bailltov9 

lead His Majeſty's. molt. S 

- cious 2 1 or» Ou "2 

_ ith ſome very remarkable Circumſtances,  _= 
relating to the Birth and Education, of REY 


that Gentleman, which were never yet 
made public. e W 
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Mr. RICHARD SAVAGE. 


*ERHAPS no Hiſtory in the 
Ea World, either ancient or mos 
, © dern, can produce an Inftance 

pPof any one Man's Life fill'd 

— with ſo many calamitous Cir- 
cumſtances, as That of the unhappy young 
Gentleman, who is the melancholy Subject of 
the following Sheets ; his Misfortunes may 
de ſaid to be begun, if not ſtrictly before he 
had a Being, yet, before his Birth ; for when 
his Mother, the late Counteſs of M— d, 
was big with Child of him, ſhe publickly de- 
clared, That the Infant then in her Womb, 
did not in the leaſt appertain to her Husband, 
but to another noble Earl, upon which a 
” B Frial 


— 


(4 

Trial was commenced in the Houſe of Lords, 
and my Lord M-—4, obtained a Divorce, 
his Lady had her Fortune which was very 
conliderable, paid back to her again, with 
full Liberty of marrying whom ſhe pleaſed, 
| which Liberty ſhe made uſe of in a very ſhort 
| Time, and my Lord M——- 4 meeting her 
iN new Husband, Colonel B——r, in the Court 
of Regueſt ſoon after, wiſh'd him Joy upon it, 
and faid, he hoped my Lady M—— 4 would 
make' the Colonel a better W 


| | ife than ſhe had 
done to him. It is very probable that this 
Divorce gave the Lady a great deal of Satiſ- 
faction: But her Son, being thus baſtardized, 
could not be born, as otherwiſe he would 
have been, a Lord by Courteſy, and Heir 
to the Title of an Engliſh Earl, with one of 
the fineſt Eſtates in the Kingdom, which was 
afterwards, for want of Male-Iflue, the Oc- 
caſion of engaging two eminent Peers * in a 
Duel, in which they had the Misfortune to 
Kill each other. Happy we may fay it had 
been, as well for theſe Noblemen, as Mr. Sa- 
vage himſelf, if he had either not been ille- 
gitimately begotten, or if that Illegitimacy 
had been prudently concealed: The being 
cut off from the certain Inheritance of that 
reat Wealth and Honour, which, nothing, 1 
t his Mother's reſentful Confeſſion, could 5 
| have hindered him of, would have given any <_ 7 
 ' _ other Perſon, when he came to Years of M. 
Xx 6:5 2g Re turity Y- 
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turity and Reflection, Sentiments of a quite 
different Nature from thoſe which he always, 
with a Generoſity of Temper peculiar to him- 
ſelf, expreſſed when that Affair has been men- 
tioned to him; 1 excuſing his Mo- 
ther for taking any Methods, how injurious 
ſoever they may have been to himſelf, to be 
diſengaged from an Husband, whoſe ill Treat- 
ment of her could not ſuffer her to live much 
to her Content with him. | 
But to give the Reader his Hiſtory in as 
exact Order of Time as poſlible, we ſhall be- 
gin with the Day of his Birth, which was 
January the 10th, 1697-8. A Day, that he 
might very reaſonably, in the Language of 
the deſpairing Job, have repented his ever 
ſeeing, when he conſidered, as he had tao 
frequently the bittereſt Occaſions to do, what 
an almoſt uninterrupted Train of Miſeries it 
had introduced him into, The Reader may 
ealily imagine, that an Affair of this extraor- 
dinary Kind, among Perſons of that high 
Rank, did not a little employ the Converſati- 
on and Scandal of the Town, for which Rea- 
ſon, the Lady reſolving to move out of her 
- Sight, and if poſſible, by that, out of her 
Remembrance, him, who was innocently 
the Cauſe of her Reproach, committed him to 
the Care of a poor Woman, with Orders to 
breed him up as her own, and in a Manner 
ſuitable to her Condition, withal, laying a 
ſtrict Injunction upon her, never to let him 
; B 2 come 
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come to the Knowledge of his real Parents, - 
The Nurſe was faithful to the Truſt repoſed 
in her, at the ſame Time not neglecting to do 
her Duty to the Infant in a homely Manner, 
agreeable to the Diſpoſition of a well-meaning 
ordinary Perſon, and her ſcanty Allowance 
from his Mother's Relations; for ſhe did not 
appear in the Affair herſelf, but her Mother, 
my Lady Maſon, whether at her Daughter's 
Deſire, or prompted by her own natural Com- 
paſſion, I ſhall not pretend to determine, 
tranſacted every Thing with the Nurſe, whoſe 
Name was the only one, for many Years, he 
knew he had any Claim to, and was called 
after it accordingly ; although his real Father, 
the late Earl Rivers, was himſelf one of his 
God-fathers, and had his right Name regular- 
ly Regiſtred in the Pariſh Books of St. An- 
3 Holbourn; Mrs. Lloyd, his God- mo- 4 
ther, was as kind to hinras the Time ſhe lived 
would admit of, but her Death, next to his » 
own Birth, was his earlieſt Misfortune; for 
he not only loſt, in all Iikelihood, a very 
good Friend, but could never recover any 
Part of the 300 Pounds ſhe left him as a Le- 
gacy. When he arrived at Years capable of 
receiving the firſt Rudiments of Learning, 
and after an Attempt had been made in vain, 
to have had him ſpirited away to one of the 
American Plantations, he was ſent to a little 
Grammar School at St. Alban's in Herrford- 
_ ſhire. Here I hope I ſhall be excuſed ſaying, 
Wb „ That 
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That by the great Natural Genius he diſco- : 


ver'd, this School has had ample Retribution _ 
for the little Aſſiſtance he receiv'd from it, 


for as he never was favour'd with any Aca- 


demical Learning, ſo it was no Secret to thoſe 
he moſt familiarly converſed with, that his 
Knowledge of the Clafjics was very lender 
and imperfect: Tho? with humble Submiſ⸗- 
ſion to the Judgment of thoſe Gentlemen who 
are ſuch bigotted Sticklers for the Ancients, 
he had ſomething in the Force and Sprightli- 
neſs of his own Imagination, that more than 
made amends for the want of it. 

It was while he was at this School, that his 
Father, the Earl Rivers, died, who had ſe- 


veral Times made Enquiry after him, but 
could never get any ſatisfactory Account of 
him; and when on his Death-Bed, he more 


ſtrenuouſly demanded to know what was be- 
come of him, in order to make him a Partaker 
in the Diſtribution of that very handſome 
Eſtate he left among his natural Children, he 
was poſitively told he was dead : Thus was 
he, whilſt, (as he expreſſed it himſelf) lægal- 
ly the Son of one Earl, and naturally the Son 


of another, by the Management of his own 


Mother, denied the Benefit of belonging to 
either of them, In a Piece that was printed, 
but, for ſome weighty Reaſons, never made 
publick, he tells us, That when he was about 
Fifteen, her Affection began to awake; and 
he was ſollicited to be bound Apprentice to a 

> Shoemaker, 


2 — — 2 * 
n 2 2 
„ . 1 — po 

7 


* 


3 DES HIND. 


22 


— TEE EP MH ES 


a 


"= 4. * 
r nee rn 


_ . — . p 
PMU, —.— = _ 6 CA, a” 
—_— 
. 


3 + Peep” sf OO 8 
* Tr a W i ee 77 — x 
72 — Dk RC ESE ri i atr” Ste end).. 


r 
* f — 
e F orig Ee N 


— 


Shoemaker, which Propoſal he rejected with 
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Scorn, for he had now by the Death of his 


Nurſe, diſcover d ſome Letters of his Grand- 
mother's, and by thoſe Means the whole 


Contrivance that had been carried on to con- 


ceal his Birth. And being now entirely de- | | 


ſtitute of every the leaſt Neceſſary of Life, 
to whom was it ſo Natural to apply to as a 


Mother? Can a Mother forget her ſucking 


Child! But in this Inſtance Nature ſeem'd to 
be inverted, the Mother upon no Terms would 


endure the Sight of her Son, the Son on all 
Occaſions expreſſing his Affection for his Mo- 
ther, and the ſtrong Deſire he had of ſeeing 


her; While Nature acted ſo weakly, 


Jays an ingenious Gentleman, writing in Mr, 
Savage's Behalf, © on the Humanity of the 
* Parent, ſhe ſeems on the Son's Side to 
* have doubled her uſual Influence. Even 
te the moſt ſhocking perſonal Repulſes, and a 
* Severity of Contempt and Injuries received 


La, 


© at her Hands, through the whole Courſe 


of his Life, were not able to eraze from 
* his Heart the Impreſſions of his filial Duty; 
nor, which is much more ſtrange, of his 
Affection; I have known him walk three 
* or four Times in a dark Evening, through 
* the Street his Mother lives in, only for 
* the melancholy Pleafure of looking up at 
* her Windows, in hopes to catch a Moment's 
Sight of her as the might croſs the Room 
by Candle-light, 
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Being thus abandoned on all Sides to tlie 
Frowns of Fortune and a capricious World, 


without any other Friend but his own Genizs 


to fupport him, he threw himfelt upon the 
barren and unthriving Province of Poetry, a 
Science how ornamental a Flower foeyer it 
may be among the Qualifications of Men of 
Eafe and Fortune, when diſplay'd only for 
the Amuſement of a leiſure Hour, yet too 
frequently held in Contempt, when made 
the whole Buſineſs of a Man's Life, and ſet 
to Sale for Bread ; and more eſpecially from 
the Taſte of the preſent Age, in whick the 
Figure and Condition of the Author takes up 
a greater Share of the Reader's Enquiry, than 
his Parts or the Matter he writes upon. Had 
the unfortunate Gentleman I am ſpeaking of, 
been inveſted with either of his Father's 
Titles or Eſtates, I queſtion not but we ſhould 
have almoſt loſt the Nobleman in the Ho- 
nours paid to the Poet + But few modern Au- 
thors I fear, who launch into the World, un- 
aided by ſuch Advantages, will, like Virgil, 
when living, have the fame Reſpect paid to 
them that was due to an Emperor, or like 
Homer, have Temples rais'd to their Memo- 
ties when dead. — 

The firſt Poem Mr. Savage publiſned, was 


Judg- 
ment 


(10) 
tnent ripened, he grew himſelf aſhamed | 
of this Piece, and contributed all he could 
to ſuppreſs the Edition, ſo that, it having 
but an indifferent Sale, very few of them 
are in any body's Hands at preſent. His 
next Pertormance was a Comedy, wrote at 
the Age of Eighteen, which he offered to 
the Managers of Lincoln's-Inn-Fields Houſe, 
but, they not entirely approving it, he could 
not get it acted immediately, but not long 
after, it was altered by Mr. CHriſtopher Bul- 
lock, one of the Managers, and brought up- 
on the Stage as his own, under the Title of, 
Woman's a Riddle, without any Manner of © 
Benefit or Advantage to the diſtreſſed Author: 
This Play was repreſented with ſome Ap- © 
plauſe in the Year 1716, the Plot is taken 
from a Spaniſh Play, called, La Dama 
Duende, and was Dedicated to the then Mar- 
quis of Wharton, Pon 715 
Two Years after this he got a Comedy up- 
on the Stage in Drury-Lane, called, LOVE 
- IN A VEIL, built likewiſe on a Spaniſh 
Plot, which he Dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable George Lord Lanſdown. This 
Play was indeed acted for his own Benefit, 
but it being 4 late in the Year, either May 
5 or June, the Profits of it hardly anſwer'd 
'T the Trouble he was at in writing and getting 
i it acted: It brought him acquainted how- 
1 ever with ſome Perſons who were good 
1 Friends to him afterwards, particularly a cer- 
tam 
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| tain; Knight, whoſe Name is not 4 little 
known by his Writings, and Mr. Milt, one 
| of the Patentees of that Houſe; The firſt was 
. ſo, for a ſhort Time, but the latter, who is 


very remarkable, notwithſtanding his Profeſ-/ 


continu d his Friendſhip to him to the laſt, 


E 


Offices: The other Gentleman gave him a 


fond of him, that, it is ſaid, he propoſed his 


19 eadg. 


Thouſand Pounds Portion, and his Intereſt, 
* which was thought to be very good at that 
= Time, to put him into ſome ſinall Place in 


PhRYe.' 3 
ot 


were alike, he could not reproach her, or ule 
her ill, as ſome others might have Cruelty 
enough to do, upon that Account. But this 
was too much good Fortune to fall to the 
Lot of one who ſeems to have been barn to 
- tafte but little of the Comforts of this Life; 
for ſome malicious Perſon, (and he muſt be 
ſeo to a great Degree, who could think of in- 


5 juring the moſt inoffenſive Man living) had 

- _ framed ſuch a Story to the Knight of ſcans 

8 dalous Things ſaid by Mr. Savage againſt 
A him and his Lady, that he withheld his 

y Bounty from him, and was not eaſily prevaib'd 

d upon to ſee him afterwards. "" Poke ig 

2 Now was he again entirely to ſeek for 

— every Support of Life; when by the Aſſiſt - 

d e C ' ance. 
1 


ſion, for his Humanity and Generoſity, has 
and done him many very kind and charitable 
conſtant Allowance, and was for a while ſo 


Natural Daughter to him, for a Wife, witk a 


the Government; thinking, as their Births 


— 
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| (ena) 
= His: Humanity, he obtain'd the Sum of fifty 
| Pounds as a Preſent, from a Lady, whoſe 
Duty it ſeem'd to have been to take ſome 
Care of him; this Sum he was told ſhould 
be made up two Hundred, but it being in the 
Height of the Sourb-Sea Infutuation, by 
which this Lady: was one of the imaginary 
Gainers, when that Grand Bubble broke, the 
other Hundred and Fifty Pounds evaporated 
with it; and the Door Gentis an who is the 
Subject of our Diſcourſe would have been re- 
duced to as great Extremities as ever, if his 1 
Merit had not recommended him to that 
Ornament of Engliſb Poeſy, Aaron Hill, Eſq; = 
Miſerable as he was in every other Part of by 
his Life, his Intimacy and Friendſhip with . 
this Gentleman was a Happineſs he has ben 
much envy'd for, by ſeveral, whoſe Accom- 7 
pliſhments could not entitle them to ſo great 
a Share of his Eſteem as himſelf. SP 3 
In the Year 1724 Mr Savage wrote his 
* Tragedy of Sir Thomas Overbury, which 
was acted at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 
and dedicated to Herbert Tryſt, of the City 1 
of Hereford, Eſq; In this Play he perform de 
the principal Part himſelf, with much Ap p- 
plauſe: In an Advertiſement to the Reader, 
—_ printed before it, he acknowledges the Ob- 
il igations he had to his beſt and deareſt Friend, 
W | as he there calls him, Mr. Aaron Hill, for 
1 his many judicious Corrections in it. The 
5 e Prologue 
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Prologue and Epilogue were both wrote by 


that Gentleman; in the former are theſe Lines 


concerning the Author. 


In a full World, our Author lives, alone! 
= — and, of Conſequence unknown; 
Tet, amidſt Sorrow, he diſdains Complaint ; 
Nor, languid, in the Race of Life, grows 
F | * 
He ſwims, unyielding, againſt Fortune s 
N : | 


| Nor, to his private Sufferings, floops bisTheme 5 


Adopts the Pains, which others undergo a 


And for your Pleaſure, feels not his own Woes 


The next Year he was perſwaded by his 
Friends to publiſh his Poems by Subſcription, 


but not being enough in Number to make a 


compleat Volume, he was favoured with 
thoſe of ſeveral other Gentlemen, among 
which, Mr. Hill has the largeſt Share. And 
the Author of a Paper which came out at 
that Time, call'd the Plain Dealer, recom- 
mended his Undertaking in a very handſome 
Manner, to the Publick : In which, ſpeaking 


of him, he ſays, Perhaps few Things could 
be more ſurprizing than an Hiſtory of his 


Birth and Uſage ! Of two Fathers, whom he 
inight have claim'd, and both of them Noble, 


he loſt the Title of the one, and a Proviſion 


from the ocher's Pity, by the Means alone of 
his Mother ! Who, as if ſhe had reſolv'd not 
ou . to 


2 


to leave him a fingle Comfort, afterwards 
Tobb'd him of herſelf too! And in direct 

Oppoſition to the Impulfe of her natural Com- 
paſſion, upon miſtaken Notions of a falſe De- 
licacy, ſhut her Memory againſt his Wants, 
and caſt him out to the ſevereſt Miſeries'; 
without allowing herſelf ko contribute even 
fuch ſmall Aid, as might at leaſt have pre- 
ſerved him from Anguiſh, and pointed out 
ſome Path to his future Induſtry. m 

f His good Qualities, which are very nume- 
rous, ought the more to be eſteem'd and 
cheriſh'd, becauſe he owes them to himſelf 
only: Without the Advantage of Friends, 
Fortune or Education, he wants neither 
Knowledge nor Politeneſs, to deſerve a Mo- 
ther's Bleſſing, and adorn, rather than diſgrace 
her. I am ſtrongly perſwaded, from the 
Character, which upon all Occaſions, he has 
taken Pleaſure to give of the Lady's Huma- 
nity, with regard to the reſt of the World, 
that nothing but her having, much too long, 
already been a Stranger to ſuch a Son, could 
make her ſatisfied to continue ſo. It is 
impoſſible, at leaſt, that ſhe ſhould not di- 
ſtinguiſh him, by ſome kind Notice, ſome lit- 

- tle Mark of her returning Tenderneſs, if, 
without Regard to his Merit, the knew but 
his Manner of thinking of her: Which is 

_ atfelf, a ſhining Merit! and a ſurpriſing In- 
lance of Generolity ! if conſider d 1 5255 1 
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x 15) 
thoſe Reaſons, which: might excuſe a diffe- 
rent Treatment of her. 

He writ the following Copy Wert and 
ſeveral others, on the fame Subject, at a Time, 
when, I know not, which was moſt to be won- 
der'd at; That he age be ſerene enou gh 


tune! 
Praiſe of dr to whom he ow'd a Lite 


of Miſery ! 


Hopeleſs, We” d, aimleſs, and oppreſsd, 
Loft to Delight, and, every way, diftreſs'd - 
Croſs his 50 Bed, in wild Diſorder, thrown, 
Thus figh'd Alexis, Friendleſs, and alone— 

Why do I breathe 2 — What Joy can Being 


give, 


When ſhe, who gave me Life, forgets I live! : 


Feels not theſe Wintry Blaſts ; — nor beeds my 
Art. 

But ſhuts me from the Shelter of her Heart! / 

Saw me expos'd, to Want ! to Shame | to 

Scorn ! 

To Ills ! — which make it Miſery, to be born! 

Caſt RY on the World's Ow 
21 


And bade me, be a Wretch, while yet, 4 


Child! - 
IWhere can he op for Pity, Peace, or | 
Ref, 


Who moves no Softneſs in a Mother's Breaſt 2 


Cuſtom, 
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Cuſtom, Law, Re ſon, All! my Cauſe for- 


ſake, 


And Nature fleeps, 20 keep my Woes awake! 


Crimes, which the Cruel ſcarce believe, can be, 
The Kind are guilty of, to ruin mel 


. 


Even She, who bore me, blaſts me, with her 


Hate, 


And, meant my F ortune, makes berſelf my 


l - Pate { 
, Tet bas this ſweet Neglecter of my Woes, 
The ſofteſt, tend'reſt, Breaſt, that Pity 


nows 1 © . 


Her Eyes ſhed Mercy, whereſoc'er they ſhine; 


And her Soul melts, at ' every Woe— but 
| mine, 72 
Sure, then! ſome ſecret Fate, for Guilt, un- 

; eld, F 
Some Sentence, pre-ordain'd to be fulfill d 
Plung d me, oo deep, in Sofrrow's ſearching 
© Hood: | | 


And waſh'd me from the Men ry of her Blood. 


Bur, Oh ! whatever Cauſe has mov'd hei 
| Hate, | | 
Let me but ſigh, in ſilence, at my Fate. 


The God, within, perhaps, may touch her 


Breaft - 


| And, when ſhe pities, wwþo can be diflreſs'd? 


Theſe Verſes, as I ſaid before, were publiſh- 
ed in the Plain Dealer, to whom Mr. Savage 
afterwards wrote a Letter himſelf, that was 
printed in that Paper, in which he ſays: I 


/ : Ea, A M/ 


(17) 
am, Sir, that unfortunate Richard Savage, 
the peculiar Circumſtances of whoſe uncom- 
mon Treatment from a Mother (whoſe fine 
Qualities make it impoſſible to me not to for- 
give her, even, while I am miſerable, by her 
Means only) induced you ſome Months ſince, 
in your 28th Paper, to publiſh a few inef- 
fectual Lines, which J had written, on her 
ſurpriſing Uſage of me: To which your Hu- 
manity was pleas'd to add certain Refle&ions, 
in my Favour, which I remember, with due 
2 Gratitude; and am encouraged, by that In- 
ſtance of your Goodneſs, to make the preſent 
„Application. | po 
When you ſhall have perus'd my extraor- 


dinary Caſe, and thoſe convincing Original 


Letters, which I have entruſted with the 


Gentleman, who brings you this, I ſhall need 
© ſay no more, to ſatisfy you, what Right; I have 
to complain, in a more publick Manner, than I 


— fied. TO 

He afterwards, in the ſame Letter, men- 
tions his Subſcription, and begs thoſe, who 
= think 


n 
think bim, or his Deſion worth their Notice 
or Encouragement, to {end their Names, and 
the Number of Books they ſubſcribe for, to 
Buttons Coffee-houſe, Accordingly when his 
Liſt of Subſcribers was printed before his 
Book, the following Names were diſtinguiſh. 
ed from the reſt, and which I mention 1 8575 
to do them Honour, as having ſent their 
Subſcriptions without any other Sollicitation; 
prompted only by the Influence of Compal- ia 
Gon, and the Greatneſs and Generoli ity. of 
their own Tempers. = 


Her Grace the Dutcheſs of 8 . 
The Right Honourable the Lady Viſcoun- 
teſs 5577 
The Right Honourable the Lady Viſcoun: 
teſs Caſtlemain. 
Mrs. Mary Floger, 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Cainfe I 
borough, ” 
; The Right Honourable the Lad y Comer. 
N The Night Honouroble the Lady Lech- 


Mer'?. 


The Right Honourable the Lord . ng 


Z0n, 
Mrs. Sofitel Noel. | 3 
His Grace the Duke of ene for Ten 


Books. 
Her Grace the Dutcheſs Dowager of Rut- 


tand. 
Her Grace the Dutcheſs of Rucland, 
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was thought, by his 15 5 Acquaintance, 


. ©: : 
The Right Honourable the Counteſs of 
Strafford. | : 

Mr. John Savage. | | 

The Right Honourable the Counteſs Dowa- 
ger of Warwick, „ 

The Dedication of this Book, was to the 
Right Honourable the Lady Mary Wortlæy 


| Mountague ;, wherein he ſays thus, Nature 


* ſeems to have form'd my Mind as incon- 
„ ſiſtently, as Fortune has my Condition: 
« She has given me a Heart that is as proud 
« as my Father's; to a Rank in Life, almoſt 
as low as the Humanity of my Mother! 
He had alſo wrote a long Preface to it, 
giving ſome Account of his Mother's unpa- 
rallePd ill Treatment of him; but was pre⸗ 


vail'd on through the Interpoſition of ſome very 


conſiderable Perſons to cancel it; and about 
that Time he had a Penſion of 50 Pounds a 


Lear ſettled upon him. I will not venture to 


ſay whether this Allowance came directly 


from her, or, if ſo, upon what Motives ſhe 


was induced to grant it him; but chuſe to 
leave the Reader to gueſs at it. This was the 
firſt Tine that he may properly be ſaid to 
have enjoyed any Certainty in Life, and this, 
alaſs! of how ſhort a Duration is it like to 
be, from the unhappy Affair that has brought 


him under the heavieſt Sentence of the Law ! 


A Sentence, which, of all Men living, he 


the 


(209 
the moſt unlikely to have incurr'd his good 
Nature and Meekneſs of Temper, having 
before this fatal Accident, been remarkable, 
among all who convers'd with him, if I 
may be allow'd the Expreſſion, even to a 
71 7 K 5 
The laſt Piece which he exhibited to the 
World, was, a Poem Sacred to the Memory 
of our late moſt gracious Sovereign, ad- 
dreſs'd to the Right Honourable Mr. Dod- 
dington, one of the Lords Commiſhoners of 
the Treaſury, which Subject, tho' it em- 
ploy'd ſeveral other poetic Genius's; he 1s 
allow'd, by fome approv'd Judges in that 
way of Writing, to have manag'd with 'a 
Delicacy, ſuperior to any of his Competi- 
tors. But to come to the diſmal Cauſe of 
his preſent Condition; having for ſome Time 
had a Lodging at Richmond in Surrey, for 
the Benefit of the Air, and the Conveni- 
encies of his Studies; he came to Town on 
. Monday the 20th Day of November laſt, in 
1 order to pay off another he had in Queen- 


ſſtreet, Weſtminſter, thinking the Expence 
too great to keep them both; and falling 
into Company with Mr. Merchant and Mr. 
Gregory, they all went together to a Coffee- 
Houſe near his old Lodgings, where they 
drank till pretty late in the Evening; Mr. 
12. would willingly have got a Bed at 
the Coffee-Houfe for that Night, but there 
not being a Conveniency for himſelf, and 
| Company 
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Company both, they went away from 
thence with a Reſolution to waſte Lime as 
well as they could till Morning, when they 
purpoſed to go together to Richmond, In 
their Walks, ſeeing a Light in Rovinſorn's 
Coffee-Houſe, they thought that a Place pro- 
per to entertain them, tho' Mr. Savage pro- 
teſted he was entirely ignorant of the Cha- 
racter of the Houſe, and had never been 
there in his Life before. Let it ſuffice in 
this Place to ſay, that the direful Conſe- 
uence of their going in there, was from 
an Inſult offer'd by Mr. Merchant to the 
Company who were drinking there, a mor- 
tal Wound given to Mr. Sinclair, of which 
he languiſh'd till the next Day, and then 
died, and the Condemnation of Mr. Savage 
and Mr. Gregory for the ſaid Fact. They 
were ſecur'd for that Night, and in the 
Morning carried before Nathaniel Blackerby, 
- Eſq; and two other of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace, and by them committed to 
the Gate-houſe; but Mr. Sinclair dying, they 
were from thence removed to Nemgate, be- 
: tween Twelve and One o'Clock on Tueſday 
Night. | 
Ihe Coroner's Inqueſt having fate upon the 
Body, did not finiſh their Enquiry at their 
* firſt Meeting, but adjourn'd till the Tueſday 
following, and then brought in their Verdict, 
© Manſlaughter, 1 
ET. 1 Let 


7 
. 
r 


from Mr, Savage, 


0229 


Let the Reader now behold a Man of his 


unſpotted Character, and inoffenſive Behavi- 


our, till this fatal Action, involv'd all on a 


ſudden in all the wretched Circumſtances and 
Sufferings of the moſt inhuman Criminals 
and abandon'd of Profligates, and admire at 
the decent Fortitude and Serenity of Mind, 


with which, according to the Report of all 


who ſaw him, he ſupported ſo ſhocking and 


unexpected a Misfortune, as well before as 
at the Time of his Trial, which was on 
Thurſday the 7th Day of December laſt, at 


the Ola-Baily; where after eight Hours being 


taken up in hearing the Evidence on both 


Sides, he and Mr, Gregory were found Guilty 


of the Murtber, and Merchant of Man- 


laughter only. 

The whole Trial having already been made 
publick, it will be needleſs to give any Re- 
petition of it here, any farther than this, 


that upon the Teſtimonies of Nuttal, a 


Friend of the Deceas'd, and another Perſon, 
who was drinking with him and Mr. Sinclair; 
together, with thoſe of the Women of the 
Houſe, it appear'd the Aﬀront was given by 
Merchant's kicking down the Table that be- 
long'd to the Deceaſed and his Company, and 


that in Juſtification of that Rudeneſs, Mr. 


Savage and Mr. Gregory drew their Swords, 
and Mr. Sinclair receiv'd his Death Wound 


Bein 
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Being thus caſt out of all poſſible Hopes of 
making any farther Defence by Law for his 
Life, he was carry'd back to the Priſon, 
where the Indulgence which he had before 
obtained from the Keeper, of being excuſed 


from having any Irons, could no longer with 


Safety, be allowed him, but he and Mr. 
Gregory were Fetter'd with near fifty Pounds 


Weight a-piece. On the Monday following, 


at the Concluſion of the Seſſions, he was car- 


ried down to the Court to receive Sentence, 
as uſual, previous to which he made the fol - 


lowing Speech. 


2 is now, my Lord, too late, to offer 
any Thing by way of Defence, or Vin- 
dication; nor can we expect ought from 
your Lordſhips, in this Court, but the 
Sentence which the Law requires you as 


calamitous Condition. 


A 


are ſuſceptive of the tender Paſſions, and 
too humane, not to commiſerate the un- 


exacts — 


ſometimes perhaps 


you diſtinguiſh between Offences, which 
ariſe out of Premeditation, and a Diſpo- 
ſition habituated to Vice or Immorality, 
and Tranſgreſſions, which are the unhappy 


A 


a8 - 


Judges, to pronounce againſt Men of our 
. — But we are 
alſo perſwaded, that as meer Men, and 
out of this Seat of rigorous Juſtice, you 


happy Situation of thoſe, whom the Law 


from you to pronounce upon. No doubt 
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and unforeſeen Effects of a caſual Abſence 
© of. Reaſon, and ſudden Impulſe of Paſlion ; 
* We therefore hope you will contribute all 


* you can to an Extenſion! of that Mercy, 


* which the Gentlemen of the Jury have 
been pleas'd to ſhew Mr. 3 who 

© (allowing Facts as ſworn againſt us by the 
a Evidence) has led us into this our Cala- 
5 mity. I hope, this will not be conſtru'd, 
* as if we mean to reflect upon that Gentle- 


man, or remove any Thing from us upon 


him, or that we repine the more at our 
* Fate becauſe he has no Participation of it : 
* No, my Lord! For my Part, I declare, 


* nothing could more ſoften my Grief, than 


© to be without any n in ſo great a 
Misfortune. 

Who can read this without wiſhing i it may 
have its deſfir'd Effect? No one, I am ſure, 
who knows him perſonally, but intereſted his 
Hopes warmly and zealouſly in it. His Friends 
(for his Calamities had added many to thoſe 
who were ſo to his Merit before) were gene- 
rous Partakers of that Diſtreſs which he bore 


"himſelf fo manfully, and are extreamly Afſi- 


duous in recommending him to the Mercy of 
the belt of Sovereigns. Among which we 
think nothing more to the Purp doſe of theſe 
Sheets than the following * with 
which we ſhall conclude, ſuppoſed to be 


wrote by .one of the Gentlemen before-men- 
tioned 


8 5 G25). | 
tioned, FI having publickly expreſs d his 
Compaſſion for Mr. * 5 Sufferings. 


A LETTER 1 noble Lord 
in the Behalf of Mr. . 
and Mr. Gregory. 


My LoKkD,. 


Am perſuaded, you wa not refuſe this 
Letter a Reading, ſince the principal Sub- 
jest of it is Mercy: I would not have took 
this Liberty with your Lordſhip, was 1 not 
throughly convinced that your Virtue is 
- equal to your Wiſdom, and that you are al- 
ways ready to exert both in a proper Cauſe, 
I éknow, for I have experienced it, that you 
have a Heart, which can commiſerate the 
Misfortunes of Man, and that you are ever 
willing to lend a Hand to the finking 
Wretch. What I now write is with the 
greateſt Confuſion of Spirits, and with the 
tendereſt Sentiments of Humanity for two 
unhappy Gentlemen, one of which is my 
Friend; my Friend, my Lord, juſt on the 
Brink of ſuffering an ignominious Death. 
Imagine the Tumult of my Soul, when the 
3 dreadful Idea is before me: But Friendſhip 
is not the chief Motive of my Concern for 
him; he! is a Man of Virtue and of Honour, 
fufficient 
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ſufficient Recommendations for your Lord- 
ſhip to intercede for him. Blot out the un- 
happy Moment which was the Source of his 
preſent Calamity, and he will appear unſul- 
lied in either; nor will that appear ſo black, 
if Murder in any Caſe may be extenuated ; 
when we conſider the Evidences who caſt | 
him; three Women, my Lord, who have | 
ſince contradicted what before they had 
ſworn; the other Evidence, a Man, by Re- 
port of no amiable Character; but who are 

faid to have moſt groſly miſrepreſented the 
Fact, and to have induſtriouſly ſpread that 
Miſrepreſentation: But my Intention is not 
to prove innocent whom the Law has found 
guilty; but to ſubmit the two diſtreſsful 
Gentlemen, who now lie under Sentence of 
Death, as Objects of the Royal Mercy. 
When the Law has found guilty one or more 
Perſons, whom it is conſiſtent with Virtue 
and Wiſdom to ſave, it is the bleſſed Pri- 
vilege of the Sovereign to turn the Courſe 
of the Law, and bid the Afflicted live. The 
Reputations of Mr. Savage and Mr. Gregory 
have been always clear; nor are they in 
any Action of their Lives to be lamented 7 
by their Friends, but on this melancholly ? 
Occaſion, The firſt I have known and con- 
verſed with ſeveral Years, and can therefore 
more fully ſpeak him: J have diſcovered in 
him a Mind uncapable of Evil; I have be- 


held him ſigh for the Diſtreſſed, when more 
diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed himſelf; have ſeen him give that 


Relief to_ others, which not long before ge 


has in ſome Degree wanted. He is fo far 


from” a litigious Man, that he was always 


more ready to ſtifle the Remembrance of àn 
Injury than to reſent it. Much more could 
J fay of. his virtuous Qualities, without 
ſwerving the leaſt from the Truth; but as 
his Friends, which are many, are as ſenſible 


of them as my ſelf, I doubt not but they 


will be as ready to declare them as I 


am, who can make the moſt folemn Ap- 
peal to Heaven, that I have ſeen repeated 


Inſtances of every one of theſe Virtues, 


and more. In his Death, I am certain, the 
King would loſe a good Subject; all good 
Men, a Friend; and Vice, an Enemy. To 
enforce what I have ſaid, I muſt beg Leave 
to uſe ſome of Mr. Savage's own Expreſ- 
ſions in his Addreſs to the Court, when he 
received his Sentence: I am perſwaded that, 
as mere Men, and out of the Seat of Fu- 
ſtice, the Court is ſuſceptible of the tender 
Paſfions, and too humane not to commiſerate 
the unhappy Situation of him and his Fellow- 
ſufferer Mr. Gregory; and to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Offences which ariſe out of premedt- 
zation and a Diſpoſition habituated to Vice or 
Immorality, and Tranſgreſſions which are the 
unhappy and unforeſeen Effect of a caſual 


Abſence, 


A 


* 


; 4 
| . os - * ; 
28: . 
( 1 8 * ; | 
9 . p } 
* * 4 


1 Abſence of Reaſon, and 4 ſudden: Impulſ: 0 
Paſſion... I hope the Court will contribute 25 | \ 


C an Exten/ion of that Mercy which he Jury 
| had ſbewed, to Mr, Merchant, who bad, ac- 
cording to the Evidence, led them into this 
Calamity. To this Effect, and in almoſt the 
ame Words ſpoke. Mr. Savage. I am ſatiſ- 
fed, your Lordſhip ſees the Force of Rea- 
ſon in his Words; and nothing can add more 
to this Gentleman's Character, or ſhew the 
Goodneſs of his Diſpoſition, than when he 
declared, that nothing could more ſoften his 
| Grief than to be without any Companion in 
fo great a Misfortune. Here I cannot help 
reviving the Memory of his paſt Misfortunes : 
Wretched from the Womb, robbed of two 
Fathers, and who never yet was bleſſed 
with the Smiles of a Parent! Who that is 
born of a Woman can reflect on his Fate, 
and refuſe a Tear? I dare venture to ſay, 
that your Lordſhip, and all virtuous diſpoſed 
Souls, would rejoice to ſee his paſt Miſeries re- 
compenied with his Life, which is now in 
the Hands of the King: And happy for him, 
and his Fellow-ſufferer, that Mercy fits in 
Perſon on the Throne of Great Britain ! 
We: Since it is plain, the Publick may be a Loſer 
dy the Death of theſe Gentlemen, and none 
1 but the Grave can be a Gainer, there is great 
WW. ' Reaſon to hope for. a Pardon, or an extenſive 
1 Reprieve. Once more, my Lord, let me repeat 
. | my 
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C 
my Intreaty for your Interceſſion for him; 
reſtore him once more to Life and Free- 
dom; rejoice his Friends, and preſerve the 
Publick a uſeful Member; and forgive, my 


Lord, the Importunity of 
Tur moſt obliged, 
And moſt obedient 


” Dec. 13, 1727. 5 Humble Servant, 


FINGERS 


. * Ss. 
Shs 44 4 


4 x 


MS 


| . 


8 
2 


4 x, 


* 


* 
"2&4 


« 2 


p Fe A 
7 „ 


3 


Kt 


* 


* 


25 — Ye IG. 3 ——— — A AE, 
3 Pan , EI 
' F , 1 7 1 5 N — +4 
83 N 4 oy 
CO es LO 
Wo AE = 266 


